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A UNIQUE SA  

EXPERIENCE 2017 
 

TO AVOID MISUNDERSTANDING PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING IMPORTANT INFORMATION. 

 
Please note:  
 
 This will not be a personal ministry event. 
 This is not a holiday tour, however the tour will be informative and there will be times 

for rest and relaxation. 
 Should you wish to not share a room with someone else you would be required to pay 

extra for a single room. (please check on the registration form for this) 
 If you have any special dietary needs please note that this will also cost a little extra. 

(please indicate on registration form) 
 If you have any allergies to certain foods you will need to inform us for catering 

purposes. (please indicate on registration form for this) 
 Please indicate the size of T-Shirt you would prefer (on registration form) as we want to 

give everyone a T-Shirt who will be coming with us on the Unique SA 2017.  
 

 

Flights – The International and Domestic flight (that is your flight to and from South 

Africa and Cape Town to Johannesburg (Cape Town Tour) is NOT INCLUDED in the 
Unique SA Experience Tour fee. Your Flight tickets/e-ticket will be your personal 
responsibility. Your passport must be valid for at least 6 months and it must have at least 
two consecutive blank pages. Some airlines require a second form of identification.  
 
Luggage: The personal luggage allowance for many airlines does not exceed 23kg. 
Please confirm this on your ticket. It will be wise to ensure that your personal luggage does 
not exceed 18-20 kilograms, you may want to take gifts back with you. Experience 
confirms that this is sufficient to meet all personal needs. 

We suggest that you use one big bag and have a smaller ‗overnight‘ bag available for 
packing when going down to the Kruger National Park for three nights. 
 
 

Transport -  Transport while on Tour - We will meet you at the OR Tambo International 

Airport (Johannesburg Airport) and Cape Town Airport should you choose to do this part. 
We will travel with a hired Coach while on Tour. Airport pick-up and drop-off are included in 
the cost. 
 
 

Insurance - Insurance is your personal responsibility. You are unlikely to encounter 

any problems but care must still be taken at all times. Everyone needs to look out for each 
other, keep each other informed of where they are, and nobody should leave the group to 
go out alone. It is advisable to have 1 or 2 other persons with you should you want to take a 
walk. Ellel Ministries will not accept responsibility for the travel insurance aspects such as 
lost/delayed luggage and personal items including money. You are strongly advised to 
purchase personal travel insurance and hold a photocopy of emergency details in a secure 
place.  
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Passports and visas - Please enquire from your travel agent regarding the visa 

requirements for the passport you are travelling on.  It is recommended that you carry a 
photocopy of your passport and keep it in a safe place. Exchanging the photocopy of this 
and the insurance with somebody else in the team is a suggestion. We have a safe at 
Shere House for you to store your passport and valuables. 

 
Medical -  
Malaria: Areas around Pretoria and Johannesburg are malaria free. At times certain 
parts of South Africa – in particular the Kruger National Park can be a high-risk Malaria 
area and ALL precautions should be taken against it. The strongest anti malaria tablets are 
advised (Malanil (SA) Malarone (UK) or Doxycycline). It is also recommended that a strong 
―Deet‖ based anti-mosquito repellant is carried and used regularly. Long sleeves and 
protection around the ankles is advised in the evening.  If you can obtain anti-mosquito wrist 
and anklet bracelets these may also help. For the UK travellers: Travelpharm on 
www.travelpharm.com is a good and reasonably priced Internet site, from which you can 
purchase all the supplies you need to protect yourself from Malaria. 
 
*PLEASE CARRY at least one week‘s supply of anti-malarial tablets in your hand luggage 
should there be a problem with the luggage booked into the holding area of the airplane. 
 

     Please check with your doctor regarding any inoculations that you may need.  

     Enquire about the Yellow Fever situation in your country and whether you   
      are required to have any inoculation against this.  

     VERY IMPORTANT: This will be your responsibility to check with your  doctor and 
you    
    need to obtain your Malaria Medication in your country. The onus is on you if you do    
   not take Malaria Medication. 

    On arrival at Shere House you will be asked to sign an Indemnity Form in this regard.  
. 

Medical Kit - Please carry plasters, Imodium, Anti-histamine cream, paracetamol etc. and 

preferred medical aids for your personal use. We advise that you take one week provision 
for personal chronic medicine and anti-malarials with you in your hand luggage as this will 
be helpful in case your luggage is lost or delayed. 
 

Accommodation at Shere House: As Shere House, the Ellel base in Pretoria has limited 

accommodation in rooms that will be allocated to you. The first 15 people registered and 
paid will be staying on the Ellel Property. There will be other suitable accommodation 
available off base. These facilities will be shared accommodation for single people with 
either one or maximum 2 other people.  

 
Bedding: Bedding will be provided. (this will also be provided at the Kruger National Park) 
Towels:   Towels will be provided. (this will also be provided at the Kruger National Park)  
Laundry: There will be a laundry service available at a minimal extra cost. Arrangements      
                 can be made on arrival 

 

Finances - Included in the cost of your trip will be: your accommodation, transport to 

and from airport, breakfasts, some Lunches. Extra drinks will be for your own account). You 
will need personal spending money for drinks and bottled waters, and any other 
private purchases.  

You will see from the itinerary, there are a number of meals which we are having off base. 

The reason we have made this an ‗own account‘ is because we don‘t know how much 

each individual likes to eat at lunch or dinner. Some like large meals some like smaller 

http://www.travelpharm.com/
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meals, some only eat twice a day. So, it would be to your advantage to pay your own 

meals otherwise we would have to presume everyone will have three big meals a day and 

your cost would be much more. At the Kruger Park, your breakfasts are covered in the 

costs. 

As an indication for an average eater, 12 ‗own account‘ meals @ R130.00 per person 

(without drinks) equals R1560 - (about £88.00). If you are accustomed to larger meals, you 

may need to add a little extra. (this would be for the Unique SA Experience Tour)  

We are sure that this gives you an idea of what to expect with regards to spending money 

for meals. 

It would be cheaper to exchange your currency into South African Rand at your bank in 

your country then you can change it back again on your return. This will also prevent any 

possible complications in SA. Should you need to withdraw extra cash it is very easy to do 

this at an ATM. While at the airport do it right then as this is very easy – please just make 

sure that your card is activated by your bank for overseas travelling. 

When it comes to Tips - A 10% tip or gratuity (of the bill) — is acceptable in 

restaurants. You do not have to tip if you feel you have received poor service. You can of 
course tip more than 10% if you feel you have received exceptional service. A tip of R10 per 
piece of luggage is acceptable for porters in hotels. There will be places where guides and 
bus drivers will gladly appreciate a tip.  

 

Climate - It can be cool at night and hot during the day, with average temperatures 16 – 

27C for South Africa. Please ensure that you have adequate sun protection and warm 
clothes. The dry season is from mid-May to mid-October. Lip Ice (lip balm/cream) may be 
useful. 
 

Food - The food in South Africa is usually good and fruit is available almost daily. 

However, team members often like to take a supply of vitamin supplements, dried fruit and 
nuts, and biscuits/snack bars. Feel free to take some treats like cappuccino / hot chocolate 
sachets / fruit / herbal teas for a hot drink in the evenings. There is good coffee in South 
Africa! 
 

Water - You should aim to drink enough water every day to avoid dehydration. We will 

provide 2 bottles of water per person per day during the tour time. 

Generally, South African tap water is good. However, in some places, it is advisable 
not to drink the water from the tap! Bottled water will be available and is easily 
available and fairly cheap should you need to buy more. We will guide you in this. 

 

Security - Please ensure your documents and money are kept secure at all times 

(particularly when leaving the airport) and that baggage is never left 
unattended. It is important not to go out of the Shere House grounds alone, 
but to go around in groups. Please consider each other always. 

 

Dress -  We suggest that you dress modestly at all times. 

 For the Men: You will not need to wear a tie. We will be doing a church visit. Smart 
casual is recommended. Jeans and Shorts are acceptable for everyday wear.  

 For the ladies. Short-sleeved dresses or blouses are fine to wear but please be mindful 
to wear long sleeves for protection from mosquitoes and sun, and ladies are asked to 
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wear petticoats under light clothing. African men and ladies are extremely well dressed 
especially when doing anything spiritual. It is fine for ladies to travel in trousers. 

 
Please check the following for a suggested packing list. 
 
PERSONAL PACKING LIST  
(This list is a basic guideline for packing when coming to South Africa)  
 
- Passport and inoculation/vaccination certificates 
- Travel insurance details of help lines 
- Bible 
- Long sleeve shirt for protecting your arms from the sun / mosquitoes 
- Skirt/s (women) + petticoat if necessary 
- If taking mobile phone, remember charger as well 
- Sun block 
- Umbrella  
- Sunglasses 
- Small torch with good batteries 
- Ear plugs 
- Mosquito repellent / Anti-histamine or sting cream 
- Personal medication (e.g. Antibiotics & Paracetamol) 
- Medicine for stopping diarrhoea may be helpful 
- Travel adaptor for any electrical equipment (UK plugs ok) 
- Money belt 
- Hand wipes / disinfectant gel / antibacterial hand wash / Travel wash 
- Hat & camera and a pair of binoculars 
- Alarm clock 
- ―Nibbles‖ – bars, dried fruit 
- Rehydration sachets 
- Nail brush 
- Good walking shoes 
- Clothes for warm weather (Temperatures can be 15°C at night & 25°C during the day) 
- Memory stick 

 

Camera 

 During the UNIQUE SA EXPERIENCE you may take as many photos as you like – 
however at some museums cameras may not be used. Please bring a memory stick so 
that we can transfer the photos that others take from the different cameras.  

 A pair of binoculars will be very useful in the Game Park. 

We suggest that you bring a smaller ‘overnight bag’ which can be used during the 
time while visiting the Kruger National Park – it would be much easier. 
 

Emergency contact 
 
In South Africa - Your phone will only work if you arranged for international roaming. You 
could set your phone just to receive and send text messages – (this is suggested to do as 
it will be a lot cheaper). It is cheap to buy an MTN / Vodacom sim card for the period that 
you are here in South Africa. We will provide an emergency contact number for your family 
to use if needed.  
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Emergency Contact SA  -  
We will need you personal Next of Kin/Emergency contact details should the need arise to 
contact families in your country of residence. Please ensure that the Ellel office at Shere 
House has the details to your emergency contact at home. 
 
1st Oct – 18th Oct 2016: Herman can be contacted as follows:  
Office hours +27 12 809 0031 (Ellel SA office) 
Mobile : +27 82 826 31 91 

 
Programme 
With the larger group of people travelling together it calls for attention when 
announcements are made so that everyone knows what has been planned. Punctuality is 
also vital for everything to run smoothly. From time to time everyone will be called together 
for a briefing regarding the programme and if there are changes to the programme.  
 

General running 
 

Knut will be responsible for the overall coordination of the Tour whilst in South Africa. 
If you have any enquiries please address them with Knut - who will do all he can to assist. 
Please be assured that we have planned, as far as possible, to incorporate as many sight-
seeing places and different events. We want to make your trip to South Africa an amazing 
and UNIQUE SA EXPERIENCE.  It may not always be possible to be fully briefed on what 
to expect. There may be times that you will be physically tired and some parts may be 
spiritually challenging. We will all need to practice tolerance, patience, and love.  
 
There will be ‗pastoral‘ help for those who may need it should anything surface. However, 
as already noted earlier, this is not a ‗personal ministry‘ event. Any personal ministry 
should be attended to in your home country.  

 

Alcohol 

 Please note:  In Africa, many Christians believe that Christians shouldn‘t drink alcohol 
at   all. Therefore, please refrain from drinking any alcoholic drinks while on tour. 

 Ellel International has a policy of no alcohol during the mission, including at the airport 
and on the flight in any form! Please respect this policy whilst you are representing Ellel 
International and SA. We need to have spiritual awareness at all times as well as 
presenting an acceptable face of Ellel International to all those we meet. 

 

Electric Appliances 
    South Africa uses the 3 Triangular point electrical sockets. A standard SA 2 point plug 

will fit into the socket.  

 

Confirming flight times 
 
Please remember to confirm your flight details as soon as you have  
booked so that arrangements for the transfer from airport to Shere  
House can be co-ordinated. 


